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The Shift of the Research Paradigms for the
Philosophy for Children: Based on Lipman’s Ideas

Wang Shu

Abstract: Five decades ago, Lipman finished writing Harry Scottlemeier’s Discovery, a novel about the philosophy
for children. At present, the philosophy for children is being practiced all over the world, and the research paradigms for
it have changed considerably. In terms of the value paradigm, Lipman criticized the unreasonable aspects of schooling and
advocated reconstructing schooling based on the philosophy for children, whereas the later researchers paid more attention
to the quality of the philosophy for children itself. In terms of the theoretical paradigm, Lipman built his philosophy for
children based on the ideas of Dewey, Mead, Vygoisky and others, whereas the later researchers expanded the
philosophy for children to the philosophy of life and political philosophy by Foucault, Agamben and other postmodern
philosophers. In terms of the practice paradigm, Lipman built his philosophy for children independently, whereas the
later researchers did diversified practices based on local standpoints. These paradigms offer implications that the
philosophy for children is supposed to step into practice philosophy, pay attention to the changes in ideas, and do
diversified practices.
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