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A Research On Lipman’s Practical Orientation
of Philosophy for Children

LI Moyi, WANG Shu, YU Chang
(Faculty of Education, Northeast Normal University , Changchun 130024, China)

Abstract: Lipman is a foundational figure in the field of Philosophy for Children. His
theory and practice about Philosophy for Children have a profound and extensive influence
all over the world. Lipman criticized the drawbacks of school education in 1960s and
1970s. He thought students lacked the reasonable ability at that time. He thought persons
had been regarded the accessories of culture in the "tribe model" of school education. He
thought that subject teaching could not cultivate the disciplinary thinking abilities. To sum
up, Lipman was a rationalist. He hoped to bring philosophy into the curriculum of basic edu-
cation and secondary education to cultivate rational citizens who can reflect. Lipman empha-
sizes subject inquiry and the "philosophical implication" of community discussions. After
Lipman, the practice of Philosophy for Children is very rich. In terms of the practical path of
Philosophy for Childrenin China, it is a more appropriate choice to combine Philosophy for
Children with subject learning in schools for localization.

Key Words: Lipman ; Philosophy for Children ; practical orientation
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