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The Cooperation of Market Mechanism and Government Intervention: Reflection Based

on the Comparison of Chinese and English Parental Childcare Choosing Experiences

CHEN Huan WANG Xiaoying

Abstract: Childcare choosing is an important activity in the context of market provision. By comparing
the choosing experiences of Chinese and English parents, this research found that parental choosing has a
reasonable and inevitable impact on provision quality. However, the occurrence of positive impact is based on
rational choosing behaviors of parents who widely hold scientific ECEC ethos. Apart from that, parents have
limited quality pursuer. Their quality judgement is also in lack of an overall perspective and can be infected by
conformity and other practical limitations. The government should be aware of both the function and limitation
of parental choosing and create a market environment with a high level of availability, quality consistency
and information efficiency. It is also necessary for the government to use other policy incentives to encourage
providers improving education quality.

Key words: parents; childcare choosing; ECEC market; government intervention; mechanism
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