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The English Experience of Providing High Quality Universal Early Year
Education and Care and the Implication to China
Huan Chen' ?, Xiaoying Wang'
'Education School Northeast Normal University Changchun 130024 China;
’Education School London University College London WCIE 6BT England

Abstract Providing high quality universal early years education and care has been a long—term policy
issue in England since 1997. Availability affordability and high quality are three policy goals involved in
the issue with inner contradictions. The UK government has been utilizing the tool of direct provision
finance investment and regulation to introduce systematic revolution for the achievement of the three policy
goals. Firstly a market model was introduced and the small-scale provision was encouraged to improve
availability. Secondly quality has been widely improved through the development of a quality standard
system the revision of existing registration and inspection system as well as the reconstruction of workforce
qualification structure. Thirdly supply—side funding was largely extended with a rigorous funding formula
in place to improve funding equity and accountability. The demand-side funding system was simplified to
further benefit low income family. However low income family are still facing availability and affordability
issues out of free hours whilst full-time working parents are in a disadvantaged position of paying significant
tuition fee for relatively lower quality childcare in private sector. The English experience implicates the ef—
fectiveness and limitations of childcare market. It is necessary for the government to not just ensure the
accessibility of high quality childcare for disadvantaged children but also positively use policy incentives
to encourage private providers continuously to improve their education and care quality.

Key words universal early year education and care preschool education provision preschool education
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